Causes of Black Specks in Water and Their Solutions

o Deteriorating Pipes or Plumbing: Black specks can originate from the
deterioration of pipes or plumbing components, especially if the pipes are
old or made of materials like iron or galvanized steel. Solution: Consider
having a professional plumber inspect and replace deteriorating pipes or
components. Upgrading to newer, corrosion-resistant materials like copper
or PEX can help prevent future issues.

e Mineral Deposits: Black specks might be caused by the buildup of minerals,
such as manganese or iron, in the water supply. These minerals can oxidize
and appear as black particles. Solution: have tested to verify then Install a
whole-house water filtration system, particularly one with a specialized iron
or manganese filter, to remove these minerals from the water.

o Water Heater Issues: Sediment buildup in a water heater can lead to
discolored water and black specks. The sediment can dislodge and flow
through the plumbing. Solution: Regularly flush the water heater to remove
sediment buildup. If the problem persists, consider professional
maintenance or replacement of the water heater.

e Corroded Plumbing Fixtures: Corroded plumbing fixtures or faucets can
release black specks into the water when they deteriorate. Solution: Replace
corroded fixtures and faucets with new ones to eliminate the source of
contamination.

o Well Water Contaminants: In homes with well water, the presence of
certain contaminants or substances can lead to black specks in the water.
Solution: Conduct a comprehensive water quality test to identify the specific
contaminants. Install appropriate water treatment systems, such as filters or
chemical treatment, to address the issue.

e Municipal Supply Issues: Occasionally, black specks can result from
disturbances or maintenance work in the municipal water supply system,
causing sediment or debris to enter the distribution pipes. Solution: Contact
your local water utility for information about any ongoing maintenance or
supply issues. Allow some time for the issue to resolve naturally.

o Water Softener Problems: Malfunctioning water softeners can introduce
black specks into the water due to resin tank issues or resin breakdown.
Solution: Inspect the water softener and consult the manufacturer’s
instructions for troubleshooting. If necessary, call a professional for repairs
or replacement.

o Chemical Reactions: Chemical reactions between water and certain
plumbing materials can result in black specks. This is more common in older
homes with incompatible materials. Solution: Consult a plumber to identify
the source of the chemical reaction and replace any problematic
components.



